Monday, March 26, 2007

PRESS RELEASE:  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS PRESENTS 43RD ANNUAL SHOW: 

“CLOSE SHAVE AT THE SAWMILL” 
A BARBERSHOP MELODRAMA

The NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS of the Sault, Ontario Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society – is proud to announce their 43RD annual show will be presented Sat. April 21ST, 2007 starting at 7:30 p.m. (NEW TIME!) at the Kiwanis Community Theatre Centre.
BACKGROUND:  THE MELODRAMA 

The word "melodrama" comes from "melos", the Greek word for song, combined with "drama". Music is used to increase the emotional response or to suggest characters. As such the melodrama is a perfect fit for presentation with a cappella choral music – barbershop style, in this case! 

Melodrama is a genre of theatre that was popular during the late 1800's until motion pictures became common - around 1910. There is a tidy structure to melodrama:  it is a constructed world of heightened emotion, stock characters and a hero who rights the disturbance to the balance of good and evil in a moral universe. Melodramas emphasize the agony that must be faced by the virtuous before good can triumph over evil. 
In any melodrama, you can expect to see the black-caped villain tying the typical damsel to a typical railroad track (or sawmill blade) perhaps foreclosing on her family's home, whilst twirling his long moustache in evil glee. Then, when all hope seems lost, the hero comes to the rescue. Villainy is always distinct from honesty; virtue always overcomes vice; happy endings are assured. 

This is more of a caricature today, and is quite different from what melodramas actually were in the mid-to-late 1800s. In those days, they were seriously written and seriously acted plays, performed across the young United States, dealing with social issues of the day such as temperance.

Melodramas are characterized by acting which incorporates large gestures and lavish facial expressions which denote specific characteristics and emotions. In the Old West, this acting style was necessary so that the people sitting way up the back of theatres could understand the action. Today the acting is kept that way just because it's more fun that way!  Modern melodramas are more about having fun, booing the villain, frequent asides by the characters to the audience, and overacting.  Audiences love to hate the villain, cheer the hero, and watch good triumph over evil. It is great family entertainment and the essence of bringing community to theatre.
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SHOW DETAILS

This show is a re-staging of a popular show first presented by the Northland Chorus in 1997.  Ten years later, the show is ripe for a second debut!  The play is an old-fashioned melodrama co-written by HARRY HOUSTON and BOB SHAMI, incorporating mostly new music compared with the ’97 show.

Directed in ‘97 as now by Mr. Houston, it is a theatrical style he knows well, having directed several successful melodramas for various community theatre groups.  Harry has also variously participated as actor, script writer and director in several Chorus productions.  We are also privileged to again welcome the keyboarding talents of SUSAN BARBER, another dear friend.  Sue has lent her considerable acting, directing and musical talents to many of our shows over the years.

Melodrama is fun, but it is NOT intended as passive entertainment. Audience participation is as much a part of a successful melodrama as are the efforts of the actors and the singers.  The audience is both welcomed and encouraged to show their displeasure at the heartless machinations of the dastardly villain, and their delight at the guileless innocence of the sweet damsel in distress and her brave hero.  You’ll have to make up your own mind about the old widow!  

Boo and hiss the unscrupulous banker Nasty Falls (CHAS CALAM), as he schemes to evict Widow Maggie Mill (REAH WEBB) and her delightful daughter, Sue Mill (KATIE BARSANTI) from their humble cottage and seize their family sawmill.  Cheer the brave hero, MacArthur Locke (STEPHEN PATTERSON) as he tries to save the day and win the affections of sweet Sue in the bargain.  
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FEATURING:

· THE NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS:  singing a wide variety of songs under the direction of Bob Shami, the Chorus has been home for fellas who like to sing a cappella since 1961.
· FOUR MAN FISHIN’ TACKLE CHOIR:  Hailing from Lower Michigan and back by popular demand, we’ve reeled in this popular comedy quartet, specializing in parody versions of well-known songs with lyrics relating to Michigan’s outdoors.  They were last here as the guest quartet in 2003.

      

All Tickets are $20.00 CDN – ($22.00* at the Mall Box Office) General Admission -- available at:  

· Theatre Centre Box Office  (Station Mall)          Hess Jewellers  (Churchill Plaza)                   

· Any member of the Northland Chorus                Jim Schmidt Financial Services (812 Ashmun St. Soo, Mich.)

· Tickets may also be available at the door.       Doors open at 6:45 p.m.      Curtain is 7:30 p.m.
* A $2.00 per ticket service charge is added by the Station Mall Box Office to all tickets they sell.  Box Office total price is $20.00 + $2.00 = $22.00.  Total price if purchased at other vendors noted above is $20.00. 
As always, a major portion of the proceeds will go to support local speech therapy programs at the Speech and Language Pathology Unit of the Sault Area Hospitals. 
“We Sing … That They Shall Speak.”

Northland Barbershop Chorus 2007 Show – “Close Shave at the Sawmill”

Bob Shami:  Music Director and Publicity Chairman

Home Phone:  (705)-253-9574                             Work Fax:  (519)-368-5676
Work Phone:  (800)-879-0541 – from Tues-Fri   Home E-mail:  bshami@shaw.ca
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For Ticket Information Call Doug Iles


(705)-942-3075








