Tuesday, March. 12, 2019

PRESS RELEASE: FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS PRESENTS 55" ANNUAL SHOW:

You Don’t Know Me
(.. Maybe Heaven Can Help)

The NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS of the Sault, Ontario Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society is
proud to announce its 55" Annual Show will be presented Sat. April 6™, 2019 starting at 7:30 p.m. at the Sault
Community Theatre Centre. Show info can be found here: www.northlandchorus.com/annual-show.html

Borrowing from a Classic Movie...

This show takes its inspiration from It's a Wonderful Life, the 1946 American fantasy-drama film directed by
Frank Capra. The film is one of the most beloved in American cinema, and has become traditional viewing during
the Christmas season. The film stars James Stewart as George Bailey, a man whose imminent demise on
Christmas Eve brings about the intervention of his guardian angel, Clarence Odbody (Henry Travers). Clarence
shows George how different life in his community of Bedford Falls would be if he had never been born.

The Northland Chorus will present a show that borrows this theme but with a musical twist. Chorus member Bill
Bailey (MIKE DOHERTY) just wants to simplify his too-busy life. Despite the support of his loving wife
Brenda (PENNY GRIBBON) for his singing hobby, he reaches the fateful decision that something has to go.
Like his Wonderful Life counterpart George Bailey, Bill Bailey makes a wish resulting in unforeseen
consequences. He wishes, not that he had never lived, but that he had never sung!

An Angel named Charlie (CHUCK HOLGATE) is sent on special assignment from The Boss (recorded in 2001
by then 9-year old NATHAN SHAMI). He must find Bill Bailey, grant him his wish, and in doing so show him
that perhaps he has taken singing and music for granted. Bill learns what many of us sometimes also forget: that
without singing and music, life may be forever changed, diminished in ways one cannot, predict or even imagine.
LEE ANN PEARSON handles stage direction of the play written by BOB SHAMI. It is based upon a story the
chorus first presented in 2001 co-written then by Bob Shami and Stephen Patterson.

Barbershop is not an era, rather it is a style of singing any kind of music from pretty much any era — so long as it’s got
the potential for our particular type of four-part harmony. The chorus will present 10 songs in this traditional a
cappella style that span the musical spectrum. These include a mid-1700’s era Celtic folk song (THE PARTING
GLASYS), and songs from The Platters (ONLY YOU/THE GREAT PRETENDER - 1956), Beach Boys (IN
MY ROOM - 1964), The Browns (THREE BELLS - 1962), Fiddler on the Roof (SUNRISE, SUNSET - 1964),
The Carpenters (END OF THE WORLD - 1979) and more.

The title song (YOU DON”T KNOW ME) was first sung by Eddy Arnold in 1956. The best-selling version of
the song is by Ray Charles, who took it to #2 on the Billboard Hot 100 chart in 1962.

From its origins in the late 1800’s on street corners and barbershops, through the formation of the Barbershop
Harmony Society in 1938, to the present day, this show illustrates once again why this unique style of music remains
popular with both singers and audiences of all ages.


http://www.northlandchorus.com/annual-show.html
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FEATURED MUSICAL PERFOMERS

e NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS: Now in their 58" year. Bob Shami — Music Director
www.northlandchorus.com

e HEADLINE QUARTET - ‘SHOPTIMUS PRIME: Award-winning Quartet from Toronto ON and
Buffalo NY. They are the 2015 Barbershop Harmony Society International Collegiate silver medalists and 2012
Ontario District Champions. www.shoptimusprimequartet.com

All Tickets: General Admission — $28.00* CDN Funds, available at:
e Theatre Centre Box Office* (Station Mall) Hess Jewellers (Churchill Plaza)
e Any member of the Northland Chorus Soo Theatre/STARS (534 Ashmun St. Soo, Mich.)
e Tickets may also be available at the door. Doors open at 6:45 p.m.  Curtain is 7:30 p.m.

* A $4.00/ticket service charge is added by the Mall Box Office to all tickets they sell. Box Office price is $28.00 + $4.00 = $32.00

A major portion of the show proceeds go, as always, to the Speech-Language Pathology Unit at Sault Area Hospital in
support of local speech therapy programs. As of this show, the Chorus will reach a major milestone: more than
$100,000 will have been donated by the Northland Chorus to this cause since 1995. Several thousand more has been
donated to the Speech Dept at War Memorial Hospital in Soo, MI. Their support of local Speech Therapy Services is in
keeping with their motto:

“We Sing ... That They Shall Speak.”
Revenue derived from the annual show is their only source for donations to the Hospital.

More information about the long history of support of the local Speech Therapy services by the Northland Chorus
can be viewed on their website here:
http://www.northlandchorus.com/about/our-service-project-we-sing-that-they-shall-speak.html

Northland Chorus - General Information

Barbershop singing had its beginnings in American barbershops of the
1890’s through 1920’s. Barbershops served as “tonsorial parlours”: ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘

places where men gathered to share news, camaraderie and a song or two. /
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Above, at left, the logo of the Barbershop Harmony Society, an umbrella international organization which serves
30,000+ members in 800+ chapters across North America. It granted the Sault Chapter its charter in 1961.

At right, the logo of the Sault Ste Marie Chapter of the Barbershop Harmony Society. It represents an iconic
barbershop singer whose International Bridge/handlebar moustache is symbolic of our membership coming from both
sides of the border. The red, white and blue colours represent the colours of the flags of both nations. The four bars in
the hat represent the 4-part harmony that is the hallmark of the barbershop style, and recall the stripes of a traditional
barber pole. The “oh” vowel being sung is the first sound in each country’s national anthem.

Northland Chorus — Sault Ste Marie’s 2010 Medal of Merit Winner

The City of Sault Ste Marie awarded the Northland Barbershop
Chorus the 2010 Medal of Merit, the city’s most prestigious honour,
in recognition of community service given over 5 decades.

The award is given to nominees for “outstanding achievement in a
chosen area which has resulted in making a valuable contribution to
the community”. The award was officially presented to all then-
currently active chorus members by Mayor Debbie Amoroso at a
civic ceremony and dinner held May 7, 2011.

Northland Barbershop Chorus 55 Annual Show, April 6%, 2019
“You Don’t Know Me”

Bob Shami: Music Director and Publicity Chair
Home Phone: (705)-253-9574
Cell Phone: (705)-254-9368 E-mail: bshami@shaw.ca

For Ticket Information:
In Canada, Bob Shami at (705)-253-9574

In US, Gary Deuman at (906)-322-7062




