PRESS RELEASE:  FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS PRESENTS 41ST ANNUAL SHOW: 

“AN A CAPPELLA CELEBRATION”

It’s Barbershop Show time!  The NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS of the Sault, Ontario Chapter of 

THE BARBERSHOP HARMONY SOCIETY - is proud to announce their 41ST ANNUAL SHOW will be presented Saturday, April 9TH, 2005 starting at 8:00 p.m. at the Kiwanis Community Theatre Centre entitled:  
“AN A CAPPELLA CELEBRATION”
BACKGROUND: 
 A-ca-what?   “Cappella” is the Italian word for church or chapel, and “a cappella” means “church-style”. In the early days of the European Christian tradition, instruments were not allowed in the church: only singing was allowed. So, the name “a cappella” stuck, but now it means “singing without instruments”.  The voice is our first and oldest instrument, so it’s no surprise that the history of a cappella music is as old as music itself.
Although the Barbershop Harmony Society wasn’t formed until 1938, the barbershop style of 4-part a cappella harmony has been around for more than 100 years.  In the last 20 years, there has been an explosion in the popularity of purely vocal music, especially on college campuses.  Rather than being a single style of music,      today a cappella embraces virtually every genre of music.  Following the influence of jazz trumpeter Louis Armstrong singing “scat solos” or the Mills Brothers vocally imitating the sounds of musical instruments, today’s contemporary a cappella groups use only voice to create accompaniment of horns, percussion and more.
This show represents a departure from the musical theatre-style shows the chorus has presented in recent years.  This concert-style show is packed with wall-to-wall singing as featured guests include two outstanding headline acts, each of whom are among the very best vocal harmony performers in their respective fields worldwide.
HEADLINE PERFORMERS:

· CADENCE - World Class Contemporary A Cappella!  From Toronto, winner of two CARA Awards (Contemporary A Cappella Recording Awards) and a Juno Award nomination for their 2001 CD:  “frost free”.  http://www.cadence-unplugged.com/
 “The Canadian singing quartet has earned an international reputation as one of the finest in the a cappella scene.  The formidable foursome have been dishing up their unique blend of tight harmony, instrumental imitation, high-energy antics and audience interaction to sold-out audiences - and getting people genuinely excited about vocal music. The Juno nominees won first place and the Audience Favourite Award at the Harmony Sweepstakes in New York.  They sell out halls throughout Canada using no instruments - just their amazing voices” (Source:  The Quesnel Observer, Jan. 26, 2005)
“Four men, four microphones, no instruments. This is the formula for Toronto's celebrated vocal band Cadence. These men...dished up a formidable blend of tight harmonies, high-energy antics, sidesplitting choreography and instrumental imitation. It was a show that will have a very long shelf life in the minds of the wildly enthusiastic audience members.  The unbelievable tightness of their harmonies were evident in such widely diverging tunes ranging from 'Swing Down Chariot,' Simon and Garfunkel's 'Feelin' Groovy,' through to 'Spinning Wheel' made popular by Blood Sweat and Tears, and 'Runaround Sue' from the musical Grease.  Mix in jazz standards, glorious gospel tunes, moody and beautiful love songs, audience involvement…and you had one of the tastiest treats to hit the valley in a long time.  Overheard many times – ‘there are instruments and drums up there - aren't there? There has to be!’ Nope. Just four voices demonstrating that talent, skill, incredible amounts of rehearsal time, and a love of the art can create an unbelievable experience for others.” (Source:  Invermere Valley Echo, Feb.2, 2005)
· POWER PLAY - World Class Barbershop!  From the Detroit area, named International Gold Medal Quartet Champions at the 2003 International Quartet Contest held by The Barbershop Harmony Society.  CARA Award Winner for “Best Recorded Barbershop Song” of 2004:  “The Best Times I Ever Had”.  http://www.powerplayquartet.com/  
“Spend six or eight minutes carrying a tune and you feel like you've lugged the darned thing up a hill. Do that three times -- two songs per round, 10,000 spectators, dead solid perfect, better than 41 other finalists -- and you come home to Macomb County as international champions. You're the best foursome in the entire Barbershop Harmony Society” (Detroit News, Dec 17, 2004)

ALSO PERFORMING, FROM SAULT STE. MARIE:
· RELATIVE HARMONY:  A unique mixed-voice barbershop quartet featuring Don Bazely and his daughter Virginia, and Rhea Webb and her son Bill. This family foursome was also a guest on our 2003 Annual Show.  A big helping of 4-part a cappella harmony served up “family-style”!
· THE NORTHLAND BARBERSHOP CHORUS:  singing a wide variety of songs under the direction of Bob Shami, the Chorus has been the home to fellas who like to sing a cappella since 1961. 


      All Tickets are $20.00 CDN - General Admission -- available at:  

· Theatre Centre Box Office  (Station Mall)          Hess Jewellers  (Churchill Plaza)                   

· Any member of the Northland Chorus                Balloons and More -The Education Store (Soo, Mich.)

· Tickets may also be available at the door on the night of the performance.  Doors open at 7:15 p.m.

As always, a major portion of the proceeds will go to support local speech therapy programs at the Speech and Language Pathology Unit of the Sault Area Hospitals.   “We Sing … That They Shall Speak.”
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Northland Barbershop Chorus 2004 Show – “An A Cappella Celebration”
Bob Shami:  Music Director and Publicity Chairman

Home Phone:  (705)-253-9574 Work Fax:  (705)-254-4482
Work Phone:  (705)-254-7373 E-mail:  bshami@shaw.ca
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Contemporary A Cappella Recording Awards
Unbeknownst to many mainstream music listeners, there exists an entire community of music-makers that dedicate their time and/or careers to making music with nothing but the human voice. This community has grown enormously over the past two decades and now includes lovers of all kinds of music, united in the common goal of expanding the horizons of what can be produced without instruments.

Recorded a cappella has an appeal all its own. By taking what can be captured in live performance, and using studio techniques similar to those used by the biggest stars of today, a cappella music – be it classical, jazz, or rock – has reached a new height. As the industry of recorded a cappella grows, our music form is reaching new fans and inspiring new singers daily.

The annual Contemporary A cappella Recording Awards recognize the best recorded a cappella and aim to support this burgeoning culture of instrument-less enthusiasts. We are the only truly global a cappella recording awards. Every year since 1992 hundreds of albums are considered in this celebration of the best a cappella recorded around the planet. 
(Source:  CARA website:  http://casa.org/cara/home.php)















For Ticket Information Call Doug Iles


(705)-942-3075








